
Rethinking Our Responses

 

Titus 3:1-3
1Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, 
to be ready to do whatever is good, 2to slander no one, to be peaceable and 
considerate, and always to be gentle toward everyone.

3At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all 
kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated 
and hating one another.

Review - last week:
   •  The consistent teaching of the Bible is clear: God forbids homosexual  
       activity.

   •  It is worse than we think: the Bible condemns every form of sexual activity  
       outside of a marriage between a husband and wife.

   •  Homosexual activity is not an act to be celebrated, but a sin to be forgiven.
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Questions to Ask Yourself Before Responding:

1) Am I more focused on how I am being ______________ than how I am    
    ________________ others?
   •  Matthew 5:10-12
   •  Let’s ________________ those we disagree with by how well we treat them.

2) Am I targeting _________ popular forms of sin while ignoring _________  
    common ones? 

3) Am I expecting people who don’t ____________ Christ to _______ Christ?

4) Am I responding to this __________________ sin the same way I would  
    respond to a similar __________________ sin?

5) Am I committed to __________________ well? 

Responding with Grace & Truth
1) _______ you say _________ you say is as important as what you say. 
   •  It is wrong to be _________, even in the name of biblical morality.
   •  You can't _____ an argument on social media, but you sure can ________ one. 

2) Avoid common statements that lose credibility.
   •  "God created Adam & Eve, not Adam & ___________."
   •  "Homosexuality is a _____________."
   •  "If you repent, God will _____________ your same-sex attraction."
   •  "Love the _____________; hate the _______."

3) Remember that same-sex ______________________ are not the same as  
    same-sex _______________.

4) We must be a _________ place for _____________ people. 
   •  Truths About Those Struggling with Same-Sex Attraction
          o  They did not ____________ this struggle. They have been trying to     
               ________________ it for years. 
          o  Their suffering is the result of unanswered _____________. 
          o  No option provides an easy solution. 
   •  Options for the Gay Christian
          o  They could choose a _______ lifestyle – satisfying but unbiblical.
          o  They could choose _______________ – lonely and feels unbearable.
          o  They could choose ____________________ marriage – impractical  
              and risky.

5) The goal is not ________________________. The goal is _________ sexuality.

Let’s be hard to _________ because of how we 
________ those with whom we disagree. 

Discussion Starters:
   •  The goal is not heterosexuality. The goal is holy sexuality. How does  
       that statement impact this issue? How does that statement give hope?

   •  Which of the Questions to Ask Yourself was most helpful, challenging,  
       or thought-provoking for you?

  •  Which Responding with Grace and Truth point do you think would be  
       most valuable, challenging, or hopeful for someone battling same-               
       sex attraction? 


