
Genesis 1:1

Who Wrote Genesis?
   •  Until the _______ century, no scholar questioned Mosaic authorship.
   •  The first five books claim Moses wrote them.
   •  Other Old Testament books say Moses wrote it.
   •  New Testament authors claim Moses wrote it.
   •  ___________ affirms Mosaic authorship (John 7:21-22). 

When Did Moses Write Genesis?
   •  During the 40 years of wanderings in the desert.
   •  It was _____ years from the Exodus until the Temple construction began  
       (1 Kings 6:1).
   •  Solomon’s reign began in 970 BC (4th year = 966 BC).
   •  ______ + ______ - ____ = _________ BC (end of Moses’ life and writing)

Genesis 1-11 covers approximately ________ years.
Genesis 12 until the end of the New Testament being written  

is approximately ________ years.

Are the Stories Really True? 
   •  __________ believed in the historicity of Genesis.
       (Matthew 19:4-8; Luke 10:12; John 5:46-47; Luke 16:31)
   •  To reject the historicity of Genesis is to not believe what ___________  
       believed. 

 

Why Is It Called Genesis? 
   •  The first word of the book in Hebrew is             (Bereshith).  
   •  It means “In the beginning.”
   •  The Greek translation of the Hebrew word is is γενέσεως (Genesis).
   •  That is transliterated “Genesis.”
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Do I Have To Choose Between Faith and Science? _____.
But, you do have to choose between biblical faith  

and philosophical ______________________.

What Is Philosophical Naturalism? 
   •  The belief that everything can be explained in terms of natural causes   
       and laws. 
   •  Therefore, there is no _________________________.
   •  There is no ______.
   •  That is a philosophical statement, not a scientific one.

Examples: 
   •  “The Cosmos is all that is or ever was or ever will be.” ~ Carl Sagan 
 

   •  “Even if all the data point to an intelligent designer, such a hypothesis  
         is excluded from science because it is not naturalistic.”~ SC Todd
 

   •  “We cannot allow a Divine Foot in the door.” ~ Richard Lewontin
 

   •  “Biologists must constantly keep in mind that what they see was not  
         designed, but rather evolved.” ~ Francis Crick

Discussion Starters: 
   •  Which story in Genesis is most interesting or confusing to you?
 

   •  Why is Jesus’ view of Genesis so important?
 

   •  What thoughts came to your mind about faith and science?  
       How was this part of the message helpful for you?

Worldview Questions: 
   •  Who am I? Where did I come from? (Identity)
   •  What is life? Why am I here?” (Purpose)
   •  What is wrong with the world? (Suffering)
   •  How does this get fixed? (Solution)
   •  What is there after death? (Hope)

Questions to Ask about Science Claims:
   •  What is the philosophical position of the one talking about this discovery?
   •  How does their committed philosophy impact their conclusions?
   •  What part of their conclusions are facts versus interpretations  
       of those facts?


